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SUMMARY

In this thesis, I discuss the movie Hustle & Flow (2005), examining the four
main male and female characters. I compare them, focusing on their behaviors,
words, lifestyle, ways of thinking, and fashion.

In the first chapter, I deal with the four main male characters: Djay, Clyde,
Shelby, and the rapper called Skinny Black. They all have a musical talent.

Djay, the main character, who is a hustler or pimp, struggles to realize his
dream to become a pro-rapper. I analyze how he embodies a new image for
African-American man. This is because he is depicted as a good-guy pimp, a man of
responsibility. Clyde, an African-American sound engineer, has an aggressive wife,
Yevette. He is described as a good employed man who tries hard to support his
friend Djay and his frustrated and hysterical wife. Shelby, a nice, decent, white
sound engineer/musician, joins Djay’s rap unit, bringing racial balance to the story.
Skinny Black, a popular pro-rapper who had been raised in Memphis together with
Djay and Clyde, is now a nasty and arrogant guy. It is suggested that the tough life
as a professional musician turned him into a different guy.

In the second chapter, I look at the four main female characters: Nola, Shug,
Lexus (prostitutes who live with Djay, the pimp), and Yevette, the career woman
married to Clyde.

Nola, a young white woman, worries about her own lifestyle as a prostitute.
At the end of this movie, she finds a new, acceptable lifestyle as chief sales person
of Djay’s music. Shug is a pregnant African-American woman who looks very
unsure of herself. Later in the story she obtains confidence through singing with
Djay’s rap unit. She succeeds partly because she does not demand a leading role on
the team. She 1is totally satisfied with her supporter position. Lexus, an
African-American single mother, is depicted as a terrible person. She is lazy,
self-centered, and demanding. As a result, in the middle of the story, she is evicted

from Djay’s house. Yevette, Clyde’s wife, always complains about something: her



colleagues, her work place, and people her husband meets frequently, such as Djay,
the pimp and the prostitutes.

In the final part of the thesis, I compare the description of the male and
female characters. All of the male characters are cool and decent. Their harsh
backgrounds are often explained or suggested. Therefore, the audience of this
movie can sympathize and support them. On the other hand, the female characters
are described stereotypically as if they are the four worst types of woman. For the
audience, there is no room for compassion because the movie hardly refers to how
and why these women came to lead their respective lifestyle. In other words, we
can’'t understand their worries, troubles, or sufferings.

I conclude that the difference between the descriptions of the male and
female characters reflects the producers’ double-standard thinking about men and
women. Men are depicted realistically while women are depicted stereotypically.
Since all of the characters were intentionally created by producers, this movie

demonstrates their views of how to negatively perceive women.
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