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SUMMARY

In modern Hollywood movies, various types of black
male characters can be seen. In this thesis, I will deal
with one of these types, represented by “G”, the main black
character in HolyMan (1998), Bagger Vance in The Legend
of Bagger Vance (2000), and John Coffey in The Green Mile

(1999), who all influence white heroes. They play
supporting characters who act somewhat eccentricly. I
will focus on these black men who support white heroes in
a mysterious and supernatural way.

In Chapter I, I will examine “G”, who appears in Holy
Man. In this movie, “G” suddenly appears before Ricky

Hayman, who is the white hero. Ricky is a producer of a
television shopping program. He tries to feature “G” on
Ricky’s TV show, which had not been very popular until
then. “G” charms people with his strange narrative and
actions. As a result, Ricky’s show and his life improve.
“G” is elusive and unidentified, has the power to charm
people, and supports the hero.

In Chapter II, I will analyze Bagger, who appears in

The Legend of Bagger Vance. One night, Bagger suddenly,
emerges out of the dark before Rannulph Junuh, who is the
white hero. Junuh used to be a skilled golfer, but when he
comes back from World War I, he has lost his self reliance
and his confidence in his golfing ability. However,
supported by the accurate advice of Bagger, a strange,
volunteer caddie, Junuh recovers his confidence in life and
golf. Bagger is also elusive and unidentified, has the

power to give mysterious but apt advice.
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In Chapter III, I will analyze John Coffey, who

appears in The Green Mile. He comes to a prison as a

prisoner on death row. Paul Edgecomb is the white hero
who is a guard in the prison. John has various
mysterious powers. John cures Paul’s disease with his
power, has the power to feel other people’s pain, and has
the ability to know a man’s past by touching the man’s
hand. John’s strange power influences Paul’s philosophy
and life. John has mysterious past, has the power to heal
people and live only to help other people.

Chapter IV focuses on the similarities in the above
black male characters. They have three things in
common: they are elusive and unidentified; they are people
who have strange powers; and a dedication to the white
hero. They are portrayed not as normal humans, but as
an existence like “the Saviour of absolute good.” They
have the ability to use powers which normal people do not
have, and they are also represented as people who steer
the white heroes in a better direction.

In Chapter V, I will survey the history of
African-American people, and I will consider what the
above black male characters imply. In America, blacks
were treated as slaves by white people. For many years
afterward, they went through segregation and indifference
in American society. Many whites were apt to see blacks
as “lower than human.” However blacks gradually began
to be accepted in American society, and they began to
appear in Hollywood movies also.

In American history, whites once saw blacks as

“lower” than themselves. On the other hand, in modern

ii



Hollywood movies like Holy Man, The Legend of Bagger

Vance, and The Green Mile, whites see blacks as being on a

“higher” level than whites. From the white people’s point
of view, blacks vary from one extreme to another, from
“slave” to “god-like” through the years. However both
“slave” images and “god-like” images suggest that black
people are “strangers.” That is to say, the above black
male characters show that even today, whites still see

black men as “strangers.”
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