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Introduction|

The purpose of this presentation is to examine Chapters 39 through 51 of The Green Mile, focusing

on (D stereotypical images of blacks & @ useful English expressions.

|Ch.40 Paul warns Percy not to tell others what happened on the Mile

In the detention room, Percy shouts and orders Paul to take off his straitjacket. Then Paul beats Percy,
and persuades him in a calm voice. (02:24:29 —02:25:12)
Paul: But, Percy, you mind me now. We’ll also see you beaten within an inch of your life. We

know people, too. Are you so foolish, you don’t realize that? Let bygones be bygones. Hm?

Nothing’s hurt so far but your pride. No one ever needs know “about that, except the people in
this little room. (7Z225/3—>— FlL.O LA L, BATZ O EVWHIZHEDE TS, A2 HIZ
baAXMH LA L, BRNIEBANTE TR RPoIENR2BEOZ LTk L
LCKIZHEE 90 W2, DWW DIERHIOT 74 RIEIT->TZ &l d, ZO/NME
IBERIZ VD x ZBRNT, B 20 Z L 2D HLENTR,)

Brutus: What happens on the Mile stays on the Mile. Always has. (Z D~ A /L CEX7-Z &
AT ED, WOb T HTIEaTZATZ,)

Percy: May I be let out of this coat now? (& 9 ZDOLKIHZ PN TEHWWNTT )

Useful English Expression

We know people, to0o.

BBzl oTarddbdrilid, RIebIZbAENEDHDAEWIE, WDHAT,)

*need know
In this scene, Paul says “No one. . . needs know” (English subtitles same). “Need know” is

grammatically incorrect. It is a misstatement. It must be “needs to know.”



|Ch.43 Hal asks a question to Paul]

After Percy killed Wild Bill, some police officers come to the Mile for an investigation. Hal comes
close to Paul to ask him a question. (02:35:08—02:35:29)
Hal: I’1l cover for you as much as I can even if it means my job. But I have to know... does this
have anything to do with what happened at my house? Does it, Paul? (7= & 2 FLOfEFH ED
NI E D IRAH D L TELHRVELLETAD LB, ENOESHETW, 20
EERDETRI 72 Z LIMPBHRIZH 2D, € 7D, H—b,)

Useful English Expression
Does this have anything to do with XXX ? Z AUl XXX S0 BfR03H 5 D TTH?

|Ch.45 Paul wants to save John, while John wants nothing.|

The day of John’s execution comes. Paul wants to help John, because he knows John is innocent. Paul
asks John if he wants to escape. (02:39:54—2:40:30)
Paul: John, I have to ask you something very important now. (a3 >, FlZ, 5156 & T
HREFRZ LEFRRITNEROADIE,)
John: 1 know what you gonna say. You don’t have to say it.  (H7R7=R¥EzEk5 L LT
L0530 £9, WORBETH £HA)

Paul: No, I do. I do. I have to say it. John, tell me what you want me to do. You want me to take

you out of here? Just let you run away? See how far you could get?  (\X°, SO T 4,

BEDREIRMBRLIRN, YVa v FAUTED LTUILW BTN, ZIrbiNIEN
HLTIELWD?2ZNE LR NR L TUILN? EZETITIT 20000 THIZNN?)
John: Why would you do such a foolish thing? (72 EZARENRILERIAI ETHD

TT D)

Useful English Expression
Tell me what you want me to do.

FAMZES LTUELW?  (FAZE S LTUIL WD FE R TS L, )

Conclusion

Chapter 45 depicts John’s stereotypical image of “Magical Negro.” There are two reasons: (1) John
has a psychic power. For example, he knows what Paul wants to say before Paul says anything. (2)

John doesn’t care a bit for any rewards. This unselfishness also shows his “Magical Negro” nature.
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